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For the past 17 years, Sarabande 
Books has been the literary 
home for a talented set of 

authors whose work does not fit 
neatly into the bottom-line driven 
world of corporate book publishing.   
Since its inception, that home is based 
in a modest building on Dundee 
Road in the Belknap neighborhood.  
According to their website, the 
publishing house gets its name from 
“a gracious, elegant dance with a 
sensual, wild underside: gracious and 
elegant thanks to the Germans and 
French, sensual and wild thanks to 
its origins as an Aztec mating ritual. 
Sarabande Books looks for work that 
is, like the dance, both graceful and 
provocative.”
     Sarabande Books was founded in 
1994 by President & Editor-In-Chief 
Sarah Gorham and her husband 
Jeffrey Skinner in response to the 
dearth of publishers producing high 
quality poetry and short fiction. 
In recent years, Sarabande added 
creative non-fiction to their areas 
of publishing interest. Ms. Gorham 
described creative non-fiction as “lyric 
essays” a hybrid genre, with free verse 
poetry and traditional literary non-
fiction as its antecedents.
     “Major publishing houses had 

stopped publishing those genres, and 
the smaller independent presses, many 
started in the 1970’s, were closing 
up shop,”  explained Ms. Gorham.   
Rather than lament the cultural loss, 
Gorham and Skinner decided to build 
a business from scratch to fill the 
void.  As an independent, non-profit, 
literary book publisher, Sarabande 
uses the standard (and indispensible) 
tools of a book publisher–strong 
editorial support, high quality book 
design and production, national 
distribution, and effective marketing–
in support of works and authors 
chosen based on literary merit rather 
than “marketability.” 
     As one of a number of small but 
vibrant non-profit literary publishers 
across the nation, Sarabande’s 
business model differs from that of 
for-profit publishers. In addition to 

®

Sarabande 
Books

Continued on page 2

Sarabande founders and staff.

Distinguished Literary 
Publisher Thrives in the 
Heart of the Belknap 
Neighborhood
By Jonathan Lowe 

On June 1, 2011, the 
Belknap Neighborhood 
Association will hold its 

annual meeting.  This is one week 
earlier than it has been held in 
the past.  Be sure and mark your 
calendars. 
     The Nominating Committee 
will present a slate of candidates.   
Also a new set of bylaws will be 
voted upon after approval by the 
Board of Directors at the May 11, 
2011 meeting.  The BNA officers 
and board serve as volunteers 
donating their time to make our 
neighborhood better.  Please 
honor their hard work and attend 
the meeting to show support for 
the work done.   

Change in Annual 
Meeting & Board 
Update 
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book sales, they rely on a variety of 
income streams, including a small 
endowment, grants, donations, 
and subrights. From the initial four 
new books per year, Sarabande has 
expanded its production to 10 or 12 
new books annually. And all four full-
time staff and interns all get to wear 
a variety of professional hats to keep 
things running smoothly.
     Sarabande Books not only wants to 
create great books, but to expand the 
audience for such work. Toward that 
end, they have an extensive educational 
component to their work, including 
workshops at schools and universities, 
and an interactive website with online 
book discussions, and readers’ guides 
written by the authors. The primary 
goal of the website “is to expand the 
audience for Sarabande and other 
small press titles by demonstrating to 
students that writers write for a real 
audience and with real purpose.”
     Sarabande Books also hosts the 
21c Reading series, held at 7:30 pm 
on the last Monday of every month at 
the nationally recognized 21c Hotel 
in downtown Louisville. Typically, the 
series pairs a national author with a 
local or regional author, providing a 
unique opportunity to hear new and 
established literary voices in one of the 
finest venues imaginable.
     More information 
about Sarabande 
Books, their literary 
offerings, and the 
21c Reading Series 
can be obtained 
at http://www.
sarabandebooks.org/

Sarabande Books
Continued from page 1

Cool Kid Stuff in and around the 
Belknap Neighborhood By Jonathan Lowe

Last Spring, as I began looking for a new place to live, tops on my list 
was to find a neighborhood that was kid-friendly. My two sons, ages 
ten and five, are active, inquisitive, and engaged in exploring the 

world, and I wanted to find a place that nurtured rather than stifled those 
attributes.  A year later, we are happily enjoying the many aspects of the 
Belknap neighborhood that make it a great place for families with children. 
Some of the things that make Belknap a wonderful neighborhood for 
children are the same things that are valued by adults - stable, well-
maintained houses and apartments on tree-lined streets; sidewalks to 
encourage walking and connections between neighbors; and proximity 
to a multitude of urban amenities while maintaining a human scale. 
In addition, however, Belknap and the surrounding area has some true 
child-centered treasures – programs and places that will create vivid and 
cherished childhood memories for Belknap youngsters that will remain 
within the fabric of their lives forever.
     Here are five great things for kids in or near the Belknap neighborhood 
that I have found. I know that there are others waiting for us to discover:

• Douglass Community Center, 2305 Douglass Blvd. Douglass Community 
Center, part of the Louisville Metro Parks system, is simply a great commu-
nity resource - it offers an excellent and affordable summer camp, spring 
break camp, youth basketball league, open gym (perfect for rainy winter 
nights when everyone is restless). My oldest son even received archery les-
sons from a certified instructor!  It also provides an array of programming 
for adults. See: http://www.louisvilleky.gov/MetroParks/communitycenters/
douglass.htm

• Highland Youth Recreation (HYR), 1140 Cherokee Rd.– 
Since 1976, HYR has provided boys and girls ages five and 
above with the opportunity to participate in recreational 
sports leagues encouraging the development of the whole 
child through positive team experiences. HYR offers Spring 
and Fall soccer, and Summer baseball, softball, and t-ball. 

Like so many truly special things in our community, 
HYR relies heavily on a committed group of volunteers to 
keep the enterprise thriving. When Joey played HYR baseball, this 
never-played-organized-baseball-in-my-life daddy had a great 

time as assistant coach for a great group of kids. 
See: http://www.hyrsports.com/.

• Atherton High School Theatre/River City Players,  3000 
Dundee Rd.– One of the finest youth performing arts pro-
grams in the city is right here in the Belknap neighborhood. 

Each year, the Atherton High Theatre/River City Players 
puts on a diverse array of theatrical productions of excep-
tionally high quality. This past season included produc-

tions of “You’re a Good Man,” “Charlie Brown;” “Euripides: 
Children of Hercules;” “Atherton Vaudeville:” “Almost, Maine;” 

and “Antigone.” A few trips to an evening at Atherton Theatre/
River City Players can be an enjoyable, and affordable intro-

duction for children to the wonders of live theatre. 
See: www.athertonhighschool.com
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PO Box 5308, 
Louisville, KY 40255-0308.  

For more information, 
visit the website: 
www.BelknapNeighborhood.org.  
Spring 2011 Editorial Committee:  
Artus Fox, Jonathan Lowe, Nancy 
Carrington, Tim Mayer, Ann 
Coates, and Jay Ferguson.   

Graphics and layout by 
Moonlight Graphic Works/
Stephen Sebree. 

• Lakeside Swim Club. 2010 Trevilian Way– For members and guests, Lakeside 
provides a kid-friendly year-round recreational site for the whole family. The 
expansive outdoor swimming facility includes a wading pool for toddlers, lap 
lanes for serious swimmers, open swimming areas, and diving boards. During 
the winter months, a smaller indoor pool is open for continued fun. Kids can 
also take swimming lessons, and participate in competitive swim teams. It is 
the perfect place to spend an entire Saturday with the family, or to relax on a 
warm summer evening.

• Douglass Loop Dessert Delights. For special occasions, or a pick-me-up af-
ter a hard week at school and work, the Douglass Loop offers an extraordinary 
array of goodies for kids and grown-ups alike. Hot chocolate at Heine Bros. 
Cinnamon buns from Breadworks. Graeter’s ice cream. Cookies from Desserts 
by Helen. Dundee Candy Shop chocolates. All within walking distance!

Facebook Page 
The Belknap 
Neighborhood 
facebook page 
has reached 127 
members! If you 

haven’t signed-up, now is a great 
time to join! Facebook is a free and 
easy platform to connect and share 
with others. Search for Belknap 
Neighborhood on Facebook and 
then click “Join.” Updates about the 
neighborhood are regularly posted 
to the Facebook page.

Twig and Leaf 
Makes History
After a four hour meeting before the 
Louisville Landmarks Commission 
on April 21, 2011 the Twig and Leaf 
on Bardstown Road was declared a 
Louisville Landmark. The commission 
found the structure to be a classic 
example of a modern mid-century 
structure that has been virtually 
untouched from development for 
50 years. This is the only corner on a 
section of Bardstown Road that has 
been left untouched or undeveloped.

The Loop 
Barbershop 
Turned 85 
This Year! 

The Loop barber 
shop turned 85 this 
year!  Records at the 

Louisville archives and the 
Filson Historical Society 
show the shop is the oldest 
existing shop in Louisville and 
Jefferson Co.  The shop began 
in 1926 just behind the former Douglass Pharmacy facing Douglass Boulevard. 
In1958 the shop moved to it’s current location at 2210 Dundee Road.  Since 
it’s beginning the shop has had five owners, the most recent was Jesse Weakly 
from 1982 until his retirement in 2006 at which time the current owner, Leroy 
Farmer, bought the shop. There are four barbers on staff.  You can find them 
on their website or facebook. www.loopbarbershop.com/ and at www.facebook.
com, then search for Loop Barbershop. 
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For Your Information
• Report potholes, graffiti and other concerns to 
MetroCall 24/7 at 311, or email: 
MetroCall@louisvilleky.gov

• Junk Pickup - Junk pick-up days are May 27-May 29, 
2011.  Items must be set out by 6am on Monday and no 
earlier than 4pm on the Friday before collection week

• Vacation Checks – Fifth Division Police – 
502-574-7636

• Emergencies – 911, Fifth Division Police – 574-7111 
(24 hour dispatch), 574-7636 (Douglass Blvd. station, 
daytime), and 502-574-LMPD or 502-574-5673 to 
report a crime

BNA Monthly Meetings
The regular BNA monthly meeting is held on the second 
Wednesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. at Highland 
Kroger’s 2nd Floor Conference Room, 2440 Bardstown 
Road, above the pharmacy. Meetings are open to the 
public.

BNA Logo Trademark
The BNA Logo is the registered property of BNA, Inc., 
and appears in several forms, including the newsletter 
front page, neighborhood banners, and BNA promotional 
items. Its unauthorized use is prohibited.

Purposes of BNA
• to preserve the neighborhood’s intrinsic values as a 
predominantly residential area including surrounding 
businesses; 
• to provide a forum for discussion of neighborhood 
matters in order to promote the community, its activities 
and interest;
• to work with other neighborhood groups in the 
Highlands/Bardstown Road area and throughout the 
Louisville Metro area to address common issues and 
projects; 
• to promote the historical and cultural character of the 
neighborhood; 
• to encourage and promote beautification and 
preservation of the neighborhood’s natural resources; 
• to enhance the health, safety and welfare of the 
community; and
• to promote charitable and educational activities.

Thanks to Volunteers
To those volunteers who hand deliver the BNA 
newsletters to over 1,600 households and businesses — a 
great big THANK YOU!

BelknapNeighborhood.org

Belknap 
Fall Festival 

     More juried artists than 
ever before will transform the 
Dundee and Harvard into a 
unique shopping experience at 
the 17th Belknap Fall Festival. 
Enjoy great music and food on 
October 7 & 8. Art, family fun, 
and other booths will be in the 
Loop on October 13.  
     Belknap Neighborhood’s Fall Festival is in its 17th 
year of planning.  Tim Mayer has volunteered to 

coordinate the event for BNA.  
Please see the website 
   and volunteer for fun and 
meeting new neighbors.  Please 
email  belknapfallfestival@
gmail.com.  See inserts in this 
newsletter for sponsorship and 
artists information. 

BELKNAP
NEIGHBORHOOD

WELCOME
TO HISTORIC
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